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The state Appellate Division has upheld a 2013 New Jersey State Parole Board decision denying parole to a River Vale man who is
serving a life sentence for the 1976 rape and murder of a 20-year-old New Milford woman.

The decision was released Friday, a little over two weeks before Christopher Righetti’s next parole eligibility date – his sixth since
he was convicted in 1977 of sexually assaulting and killing Kim Montelaro. For several months, Montelaro’s family and concerned
members of the public have been urging the Parole Board to keep Righetti in prison.

The Appellate Court also upheld the board’s ruling that Righetti cannot be eligible for parole for 10 years.

However, the ruling does not change Righetti’s upcoming July 25 eligibility date. Because Righetti was convicted before 1997, he
can receive certain credits that allow him to significantly cut down the time between his parole eligibility dates. The Parole Board
was aware of this when it issued its decision several years ago, Paul Loriquet, a spokesman for the state Attorney General’s Office,
said in an email.

Loriquet declined to comment on the court’s ruling.

Paul Montelaro, Kim’s younger brother who now lives in Florida,
said he felt good about the court’s decision on Friday.

“They made the right choice by upholding the decision,” said Montelaro, 56.

But Montelaro noted that the process isn’t over. In an email earlier this week, before the court’s ruling, a public information officer
for the Parole Board said Righetti “will tentatively be scheduled for a hearing with a State Parole Board panel on or before his
eligibility date.”

“We’ll anxiously await their decision,” Montelaro said Friday.

It is an anxiety that the Montelaros are familiar with.

Every time Righetti comes up for parole, they are forced to relive the horrors of Aug. 31, 1976.

Paul Montelaro said the weather that day was perfect. His older sister — always generous and caring — had dropped him off at
football practice at Bergen Catholic High School. Kim, an aspiring attorney and bright student, was home from the University of
Rhode Island.

“There was even a sweet fragrance in the air,” Montelaro said.

Montelaro recalled his last words to his sister before she left him to go shopping: “Be safe.”

Righetti, who was 16, abducted Kim in the parking lot of the Paramus Park mall. She was raped and stabbed, her body left in a
secluded area in Washington Township.
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“It’s impossible to even read about the rape without me throwing up, quite honestly,” Montelaro said. “It’s so horrendous.”

Righetti, an inmate at Northern State Prison in Newark, has been denied parole five times already. In May, Montelaro testified
before the Parole Board to urge them to keep his sister’s rapist and killer behind bars.

“I’ve told anybody who will listen, there’s no question in my mind,” Montelaro said. “If he’s ever released from jail, I have no doubt
he will rape and murder again.”

There also has been public outcry. In February, Keep NJ Safe, a victims’ advocacy group, started an online petition opposing
Righetti’s release that has more than 4,200 signatures. And by May, more than 30 municipalities, including Ho-Ho-Kus and
Montvale, had passed resolutions urging the board to deny his parole, according to the group’s Facebook page.

“So many people were touched by it and still feel so strongly,” said Lisa Yakomin, director of NJ Safe, who became involved in the
cause through her work as chief of staff to former Assemblyman Robert Schroeder of Washington Township.

Yakomin and Montelaro are not only working to see that Righetti is not released from prison, they also want the Parole Board to
extend the years between hearings.

Montelaro learned that Righetti would again be up for parole just a few months after the death of his father, Tony, in November. At
first, Tony handled much of the advocacy to keep Righetti imprisoned. After the board’s most recent denial, the Montelaros were
informed they would not have to face this for another 10 years, Montelaro said.

“I keep appealing to the Parole Board to do something meaningful, to do something significant so we don’t have to keeping doing
this,” Montelaro said.

Montelaro hopes that after this hearing, his family will not have to go through the ordeal for another decade.

“It doesn’t matter if it’s one year or 55 years,” Montelaro said. “I miss her so much every day.”
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