
11/16/16, 10:48 PMNorth Jersey Ukrainians pitch in for wounded countrymen - News - NorthJersey.com

Page 1 of 3http://archive.northjersey.com/news/north-jersey-ukrainians-pitch-in-for-wounded-countrymen-1.1397247

North&Jer)e*&Ukrainian)&pitch&in&for&wounded
countr*men

© 2016 North Jersey Media Group

AUGUST 23, 2015, 11:18 PM
LAST UPDATED: MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2015, 10:52 PM

BY MARY DIDUCH
STAFF WRITER | THE RECORD

Ihor Hordiychuk sat in a wheelchair in the physical therapy section of the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in
Bethesda, Md., last week. Carefully, he unstrapped a soft blue helmet to reveal a divot in the back of his head where he was struck
by a piece of shrapnel from a bomb that detonated in eastern Ukraine nearly a year ago.

“I need some time,” Hordiychuk, 42, a colonel in the Ukrainian
army, said with a gentle smile as he gingerly touched his scalp. He
added that he would “soon be OK.”

On Aug. 29, 2014, Hordiychuk was leading a special forces unit that
was struggling to prevent a strategically significant hill near the
Russian border from being overrun by Kremlin-backed rebels. He
lay bleeding on the battlefield for two days before he was taken to a
hospital, the first step in a journey that six months later brought
him to Walter Reed under a Pentagon program that offers wounded
foreign soldiers specialized care they could not get at home.

His recovery from an infection in the right side of his brain —
which has impaired his vision and motor skills on the left side of his
body — will be heavily dependent on his therapy sessions at the
military hospital. But Hordiychuk, who has received support from
dignitaries and diplomats, also is benefiting in some measure from
modest donations from many of the thousands of North Jersey
residents who claim Ukrainian heritage.

North Jersey’s Ukrainian community has rallied around
Hordiychuk and other wounded soldiers as the conflict in Ukraine lurches toward its second anniversary early next year, and as
they prepare for celebrations today marking Ukraine’s 24 years of independence from Soviet rule.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Holy Ascension Cathedral in Clifton, for one, has raised $20,000 to purchase three ambulances and 3 tons
of food to aid those fighting in the conflict. St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Passaic has a collection box for parishioners
to donate money or goods to support those fighting the Russian-backed rebels.

Valentina Lazirko is among those leading a fundraising effort at St. Mary Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Church in her adopted
hometown of Clifton. Lazirko, who arrived in the United States from Ukraine in 1996, said the church and its 70 or so members
have raised $4,150 for a dozen severely wounded soldiers.

Last October, Lazirko met with Hordiychuk’s family in Kiev while he was still in a military hospital. Many wounded soldiers were
missing arms and legs, she said. She likened the hospital to a war zone.
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Col. Ihor Hordiychuk receiving physical therapy at Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center in Bethesda, Md. He was injured fighting Russian-
backed rebels last year.
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“We want to help them,” Lazirko said of the wounded soldiers,
“because now it’s time when they really need this to stand up for
independence, to stand up for the country, for everything.”

The crisis dates to November 2013 and a popular uprising against
President Viktor F. Yanukovych, who fled to Russia in February
2014.

Russia annexed the Crimean Peninsula in eastern Ukraine the
following month, redrawing an international border that had stood
for decades. Russia’s actions drew swift international
condemnation and ushered in a period of frosty relations with the
West. In March 2014, voters in Crimea voted overwhelmingly to
secede from Ukraine and join Russia

The violence has continued since then, with Russian-backed rebels
and Ukraine fighting for control of the eastern portion of the
country. From April 2014 to May of this year, more than 6,300
people have been killed and an additional 15,000 have been injured
in the region, according to a United Nations monitoring report.

Ukrainians in North Jersey have watched all of this unfold with
anguish.

“There is no end in sight of the aggressions,” said Wylodymyr
Mohuchy, vice president of the council of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Holy Ascension Cathedral in Clifton.

Bergen County, with more than 5,000 residents of Ukrainian
heritage, has the state’s greatest Ukrainian population, according to
the U.S. Census Bureau. Census data show that significant
populations of Ukrainians live in Fair Lawn and Garfield, and in
Clifton in Passaic County.

Finding strength in numbers, they have done what they can to help.

New Ukrainian Wave, Passaic, which assists recent immigrants
from Ukraine as they adapt to American culture, has collected more
than $80,000 for humanitarian needs since the start of the crisis,
said Ivana Lotoshynski of Woodland Park. She said that much of the
money went to help nine journalists who were severely beaten by
special police forces; 11 wounded Ukrainian soldiers; five badly
injured protesters, and 30 children of protesters who were killed.

“It’s close to our hearts,” Lotoshynski said. “It hurts.”

At Walter Reed last week, Jessica Goodine, Hordiychuk’s primary physical therapist, and Alyssa Olsen, a physical therapy
assistant, brought him to an indoor swimming pool. They stayed close to the colonel as they guided him through a series of
exercises: slowly walking through a set of parallel bars to help him balance; swimming with a yellow pool noodle; and, for the first
time, riding an underwater stationary bicycle. The pool therapy will help him refamiliarize himself with the mechanics of walking
before he attempts to do it on land, Goodine said.

Hordiychuk has come a long way, in every sense of the term, from where he found himself Aug. 29, 2014.

He does not remember everything from that day. His wife, Tetiana, said through an interpreter that her husband languished on the
hill — the site of fighting between the Nazis and the Soviet army during World War II — for two days before he was rescued by the
International Red Cross and taken to a hospital in Dnipropetrovsk, in Eastern Ukraine. A nurse there who coincidentally had the
same last name was able to track down and notify his family.

He was transferred from there to a military hospital in Kiev and then to a rehabilitation center in Lviv, in Western Ukraine. It was
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Marta Hordiychuk 19, of Ukraine at Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center as her father, Col. Ihor Hordiychuk, is seen in the background doing
physical therapy.
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Valentina Krivonos of Clifton and Edward Korostil of Wayne counting the
money that was donated to injured Ukrainian sol¬diers during the Sunday
service at St. Mary Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Clifton.
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at this point that the Ukrainian government secured a place for Hordiychuk in the Secretarial Designee program. Maj. Ben
Sakrisson, a Defense Department spokesman, said that Hordiychuk is one of six Ukrainian citizens receiving medical treatment
through the program, after receiving approval from Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter, who has visited Hordiychuk at Walter
Reed. Sakrisson said the United States hosts about 17 foreign citizens every year under the medical partnership.

Tetiana Hordiychuk, who also served in Ukraine’s military, said she was informed about her husband’s injury on Sept. 4, six days
after it happened, and has been at his side ever since.

Their daughter Marta, 19, a university student in Kiev, said she cried inconsolably when her mother told her what had happened.

Marta said her father had been dedicated to fighting since the crisis began.

“He said it was his commitment,” she said.

Tetiana said she feared she and her family would be alone when they came to the United States but have been grateful for the
outpouring of support from many sources around the country and the world.

Ihor Hordiychuk said it was difficult to assess how the conflict has affected the Ukrainian people, particularly given the influence
of pro-Russian sentiment in Crimea and portions of eastern Ukraine.

“I hope that my people, my country, woke up and they really understand now who the enemy is,” he said.

The colonel, who has been in the military for 25 years and whom President Petro Poroshenko gave the Star of the Hero of Ukraine
for his sacrifice, said the Ukrainian people must continue the fight.

“We have to defend our freedom, our land,” he said. “It’s very hard to do.”

Staff Writer Dave Sheingold contributed to this article. Email: diduch@northjersey.com 


