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As the death toll in the truck attack in southern France rose to 84, law enforcement officials and security experts in New Jersey
acknowledged on Friday that it simply isn’t possible to fully protect large public spaces from similar acts of deadly violence.

“We can’t take for granted that any event is going to be safe,” said
Brian Reich, a former detective in the Bergen County Prosecutor’s
Office and a former deputy chief in the Bergen County Sheriff ’s
Office who now works in corporate security.

Still, law enforcement agencies and the public at large are far from
helpless, experts said. Public safety agencies continue to study and
learn from each new attack, share intelligence and work to find
ways to remain vigilant and prepared while encouraging ordinary
citizens to report any activity that strikes them as suspicious.

In light of the attack in Nice, the state police said Friday that there
are no known threats to New Jersey. But the department said it
continues to work with law enforcement at all levels to monitor
updates about the attack, and it cautioned the public to remain alert
and to report any suspicious activity.

That was a message that several experts and officials underscored
Friday.

Tom O’Reilly, director of the Police Institute at Rutgers University,
said people should not hesitate to go to the police if they notice something strange — a truck driving erratically, for instance, or a
person wearing a long overcoat in hot weather that could be hiding a weapon — and know that the authorities will vet the tip.

“What’s so important about community policing — you need to have a relationship with your local police officers,” he said.

Chief Michael Foligno of the Elmwood Park police said he believes in the power of community policing, as residents often notice
suspicious behavior before officers do.

“That’s more eyes and ears for us, that multiplies our department,” he said. “That’s where 90 percent of your tips and your
information comes from.”

Foligno said officers receive daily intelligence briefings during their shift roll calls. Reports also are sent to local departments from
the state’s Regional Operations Intelligence Center.

“We’re trying to stay as much ahead of the curve as possible,” he said.

Police train for terrorist attacks, but often it’s response-based training to mitigate the impact after an event has occurred.
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Enhanced security in front of the French consulate in Manhattan on Friday,
July 15, 2016.
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“Actually stopping a rogue person from doing something? That’s nearly impossible,” Foligno acknowledged.

Still, law enforcement and security experts said they have come to accept that what happened in France is a constant threat.

Chief Kenneth Ehrenberg of the Paramus police said that since the first World Trade Center attack in 1993, and particularly after
Sept. 11, 2001, law enforcement agencies have been preparing for rashes of attacks like this.

“We knew these were all possibilities,” said Ehrenberg, whose department patrols the Westfield Garden State Plaza and Paramus
Park malls. “We weren’t caught by surprise. We knew it was a matter of time.”

Police work to “harden” so-called soft targets, such as malls, churches and schools, to make them less vulnerable to attack. For
example, Ehrenberg said concrete barriers, poles and even giant flowerpots can be placed strategically outside buildings.

“They’re not there for aesthetics; they’re there to block vehicles from going any further,” he said.

“Obviously the threat still exists and it will probably exist in the near future,” he added.

In other ways, however, the attack in Nice hit the reset button on what law enforcement and security professionals can expect.

Jennifer Hesterman, a retired U.S. Air Force colonel who now works as an independent contractor specializing in protecting soft
targets, said the truck attack in Nice brought to life a nightmare for the security world, as the driver took something as
commonplace as a truck and turned it into a crude weapon.

“It’s a low-tech, unsophisticated attack,” said Hesterman, who, like Reich, is a member of ASIS International, an organization for
security professionals.
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