
11/16/16, 11:00 PMRamapo, WPU reacting to campus security concerns - News - NorthJersey.com

Page 1 of 3http://archive.northjersey.com/news/ramapo-wpu-reacting-to-campus-security-concerns-1.1148271

Ramapo,'WPU'reacting'to'campu3'3ecurit4'concern3

© 2016 North Jersey Media Group

DECEMBER 7, 2014, 11:27 PM
LAST UPDATED: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2014, 11:38 PM

BY MARY DIDUCH
STAFF WRITER | THE RECORD

From the presidents of the schools, to teachers and students, a
conversation on those topics, once taboo, is being brought into the
open, in some ways with bold action, and in others with tentative
steps.

That local conversation echoes a national discussion that is taking
place about sexual assaults on college campuses, spurred by a
White House task force report that estimated as many as 1 in 5
women is assaulted during college.

A sexual assault is defined as forced touching of body parts, forced
kissing, forcible rape or rape when women are not able to consent
because they’re too impaired, typically by alcohol or drugs.

The alleged sexual assault at Ramapo took place on Nov. 14 in
Nancy Mackin Hall, a freshman dormitory, following a fraternity
party in The Village, town-house-style residences for
upperclassmen on the other side of campus. Two students were
charged with assaulting the victim while she was drunk. Three
other students, including an 18-year-old woman, were later
accused of encouraging the attack and endangering an injured
victim.

The changes were subtle.

A professor reminding her class to be aware of their surroundings. Emails and alerts to keep students informed about counseling
resources. More security officers patrolling the grounds.

Students at both Ramapo College in Mahwah and William Paterson
University in Wayne said even in the wake of the recent allegations
of sexual assault on their quiet, tightknit campuses, they have
always felt their schools were safe. And for that reason, the quiet
changes in everyday life on the campuses have underscored the
effect of the jarring allegations that have rocked both schools.

The charges of sexual assault would seem to be enough to have a
lasting effect on life at the schools, but a quiet remark by a teacher
or an extra email sent to students shows in a lasting way that
change has occurred. Perhaps more indicative of the shift on the
campuses is the complex dialogue on sexual assault, consent and
responsibility that has taken root.
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Ramapo College students Cristobal Mauricio, left, of North Bergen, Justin
VanOstenbridge of Cranford and Greg Flohs of Bayville talking about security
and safety on campus last week.
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On Nov. 25, five men were arrested and charged in connection with
the alleged sexual assault of a female student in a dormitory at
William Paterson.

Ramapo College President Peter Mercer acknowledged in an
interview with The Record on Friday that “it’s pretty clear we need to take a significant look at the problem.”

At William Paterson, President Kathleen Waldron wrote in a letter posted Thursday on social media that “the sexual assault
weighs heavily on our minds and is the subject of so many of our conversations.”

“We take a moment to pause and consider why sexual assault occurs in our society and on college campuses,” she wrote. “We pause
to think if there are more educational and awareness programs that we can offer, above and beyond what we already do.”

Both Mercer and Waldron have promised reviews of their school’s programs, policies and procedures, with Mercer saying Friday
that former state Attorney General Anne Milgram will conduct a three-month review at Ramapo.

Students were already noticing small changes on their campuses.

Sashella Vazquez, a 24-year-old student at William Paterson, said a film screening on safe sex was held Thursday in response to the
allegations. Vazquez said the school already did a lot to educate its students about sexual violence and consent, but there still exists
a disconnect between the school and some students.

“The university can only do so much,” Vazquez said. “Students also have to take action.”

Ronika Khanuja, an 18-year-old freshman resident at Ramapo College, said soon after news of the allegations broke, she noticed
stricter dorm hall access and ID checking by desk attendants. But she also said that those checks have loosened up as the weeks
have passed.

“Now, it’s died down,” said Khanuja, who is from Rutherford.

Sarah McMahon, co-director of the Center on Violence Against Women and Children at Rutgers University, said the alleged acts
come at a time when campus sexual assault awareness is in the national spotlight.

“There’s an understanding that there’s not an easy fix to this issue and there needs to be multiple levels working to try to address
this issue on campus — and that actually goes to our society as a whole,” McMahon said.

That sentiment was echoed by Arlene Holpp Scala, director of William Paterson’s Women and Gender Studies Department, who
said aside from providing students with resources and education, she said there needed to be a broader cultural change.

“The outside culture impacts the campus, too,” Scala said.

Young people increasingly are being inundated with violent and sexualized media — from movies to video games to music — that
“glorifies abuse of women,” she said.

But getting people to continue the conversation about consent and responsibility, a dialogue that often is tainted with feelings of
shame or worry, can be difficult.

Lisa Cassidy, an associate professor of philosophy at Ramapo, said she wondered if the conversation was “getting real and getting as
honest as it needs to be if people are inhibited by the fear of hurting others.”

Eve Lily Galen Harris, a 22-year-old senior at William Paterson, said that there still is a stigma surrounding victims of sexual
violence and that many are afraid to speak out.

“It’s part of what keeps people silent — the fear,” Harris said.

McMahon said that victim blaming was pervasive when discussing sexual violence. Some students noted that the alleged victims
were at parties where alcohol was being consumed, putting themselves in a situation where things can go wrong, they said.

But McMahon said it was not the responsibility of the victim to prevent sexual crimes.

“We try really hard to get people to shift focus back on the perpetrator’s action and not onto the victims,” she said.

At Ramapo, students didn’t doubt that the alleged sexual assault had taken place, but said not enough information had been

Emergency phones, like this one at William Paterson University, are now a
common site on campus quads nationwide.
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provided about the incident. At William Paterson, students said there was a division on campus, with many empathizing with the
alleged victim and others maintaining the innocence of the men charged with the crime.

“It’s just awkward and there’s a lot of tension,” said 24-year-old Andres Pavon of North Bergen, a William Paterson student who
said he also noticed that some students were not willing to talk about the incident when he had brought it up.

McMahon said campuses needed to send clear messages to students that victims need to feel safe to report crimes and that they
have places to turn, she said.

“This is a community issue,” she said. “This is your campus and everybody needs to step in to create change.”

Staff Writer Patricia Alex contributed to this article. Email: diduch@northjersey.com


