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TEANECK — Three candidates in last month’s non-partisan municipal election – Councilmen Mohammed
Hameeduddin and Henry Pruitt and challenger Michael Pagan – spent a total of more than $56,000 on the race,
according to campaign financial disclosures.

The other four candidates — Councilman Mark Schwartz and challengers Chondra Young, Stephen Gruber and Jacob
Herenstein — filed forms with the New Jersey Election Law Enforcement Commission at the inception of their
campaigns indicating that they would not spend more than $4,500 each.

Schwartz and his two running mates, Hameeduddin and Pruitt, won their bids for reelection on May 10. The three
councilmen ran on a slate of "Moving Teaneck Forward" and received the support of Elie Katz, who has been serving
as acting mayor since April following the death of Mayor Lizette Parker.

Hameeduddin, who was first elected to the council in 2008, received the most votes and also raised the most money,
$24,305. His donors included Assemblyman Gary Schaer of Passaic and Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto of
Secaucus. The lawmakers, both of whom are Democrats, donated $2,500 and $1,500, respectively. Hameeduddin
spent about $20,400 on this campaign – slightly more than the $18,600 he spent during his 2012 run – and also
contributed approximately $3,100 to Pruitt.

Pruitt, who finished third behind Schwartz, raised about $19,000 and spent around $17,500. His donations included
$1,000 from the New Jersey State Laborer’s Political Action Committee and $300 from Ick Gyun Lee, the owner of the
World of Wings butterfly museum. World of Wings, at 1775 Windsor Road, was the subject of a controversial
rezoning process in December, when the council – including Pruitt – voted to allow multifamily residential housing
to be built at the site. The Planning Board recently approved a plan submitted by AvalonBay Communities Inc. to
build a 248-unit complex there.

Pagan, a spokesman for Bergen County who finished
fifth in the election, raised about $18,875 and spent almost $18,100. The New Jersey State Political Action Committee
also donated to Pagan, along with a county official and state Sen. Richard Codey, D-Essex.

The 20-day post-election deadline to file disclosure forms with the state was May 31. The commission said it received
Pagan’s form on June 17 and Hameeduddin’s and Pruitt’s forms on June 1 and May 31, respectively.

Schwartz and Young said Wednesday that they are filing forms to show that they spent more than $4,500. Young said
she spent "just above" that mark, and that her updated forms already have been sent to the commission. Schwartz
said he also exceeded that amount but funded his campaign himself. He said he received in-kind contributions that
he described as "nothing significant." His accountant is reviewing the forms, he said, and he expects to file them by
the end of the month.

Schwartz, Young, Gruber and Herenstein also are required to file additional disclosures if they received more than
$300 from any single source and any cash contributions. Gruber said he received under $800 from a few donors, and
no cash. Herenstein has said he did not spend anything on his campaign.

The council will hold its reorganization meeting on July 1, when the councilmen will be sworn in for their new
four-year terms.
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Voters also will elect another member to the council on Nov. 8 to fill the vacancy created by Parker’s death. The
council appointed Gervonn Romney-Rice, a former school trustee, to fill Parker’s seat in the interim.
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